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LIBRARIES IN MINNESOTA. 


The annual reports of our libraries which 
have been coming in during January have 
shown a steady growth in the work through- 
out the state. The number of tax-supported 
libraries has increased from 57 as given in 
the last biennial report, to 61 at the present 
time. The record of progress in 1905 shows 
that gifts for buildings have been received 
by Virginia, Grand Rapids and Madison and 
new buildings have been completed in 8 
towns:—Brainerd, Little Falls, Redwood 
Falls, Alexandria, Morris, Madison, Fergus 
Falls and Grand Rapids. Nearly all reports 
show an increase in circulation, and a broad- 
ening of the work of the library in many di- 
rections. 

In spite of the fact that the number of 
libraries in Minnesota has doubled in the 
last 5 years, some figures compiled from the 
recent state census reports show that there 
is still much work to be done in Minnesota. 
Of the 59 cities and villages having a popula- 
tion of over 2,000, there are 18 still without tax- 
supported libraries, although 3 of this num- 
ber have free association libraries, and 3 
subscription libraries. There are but 38 








cities of over 5,000 people which have no 
public library. These are Hibbing, New 
Ulm and Eveleth, but when one stops to 
consider that Eveleth was not in existence 
ten years ago and that Hibbing at that 
time had only 1,000 people, it is not surpris- 
ing that these towns have not yet succeeded 
in establishing libraries. Much interest has 
been manifested in these places, and by the 
end of 1906, it is hoped that both may be add- 
ed to the list of towns having iibraries. Of 
the 76 cities and villages having a population 
of between 1,000 and 2,000, there are 43 with- 
out public libraries of any kind. 


According to the laws of Minnesota, a city 
or village council is empowered to establish 
a library at any time and to levy a tax for its 
support. The law further provides that upon 
petition of 50 free-holding citizens the coun- 
cil shall submit the question to popular vote, 
and if a two-thirds majority of votes cast 
on such question are in favor of the library, 
then the council is required to establish the 
library and levy an annual tax for its sup- 
port. Women are entitled to vote on library 
questions. In the smaller cities and villages, 
experience has shown that it is often wiser 
to establish a library by forming an asso- 
ciation of interested citizens. After the ex- 
periment has proven the value of the library, 
che town is usually willing to come to its sup- . 
port and make it permanent. 

Country Circulation.—The reports of num- 
ber of cards held by country people brought 
out some interesting facts. The amount of 
fee which is asked of non-residents varies 
from 25c to $3.00. Of the 13 libraries charg- 
ing a fee of $1 a year, the number of country 
readers range from 0 up to 15, while 














































one library which charges 10c per month 
has 29 outside readers. Hight libraries charge 
no fee to country residents and among these 
Mapleton has 196 borrowers from the coun- 
try and Graceville 124. The libraries which 
have adopted the county extension plan 
report the number of country readers as fol- 
lows:—Litchfield, 45, Anoka, 69, Stillwater, 
173, and Owatonna, 443. 

Where it seems necessary to charge a fee 
to those living outside the city or village 
limits, library boards should make this fee 
in proportion to the amount their own tax- 
payers are contributing for the support of 
the library. It is manifestly unfair to ask a 
non-resident to pay two or three times as 
much for his library privileges as he would 
if he lived within the limits of the city or 
village. St. Cloud, Rochester, Willmar and 
Madison are all agitating the question of 
adopting the county plan, while Graceville 
and Redwood Falls are hoping to make con- 
tracts with adjoining townships. 

Sunday Opening.—Of the 22 libraries which 
report Sunday opening, there are 7 which 
require the librarian to serve on this day. 
In three cases, where an assistant is em- 
ployed, the librarian and assistant serve al- 
ternately. In three other libraries this serv- 
ice is performed by the janitor, and in five 
others by members of the board, while only 
four provide for extra assistance on Sundays, 
three of these being the large city libraries. 
It is eminently desirable that the library 
should be open on Sunday afternoon, as it fur- 
nishes a legitimate place of recreation and in- 
spiration for many who would otherwise have 
no resource. The librarian should not be ex- 
pected to serve on this day, but extra assist- 
ance should be provided for in some way. 
As already noted the members of the board 
are giving their services in several towns, 
and while the tax is very small on each one, 
the work is agreeable and affords an excel- 
lent opportunity to become acquainted with 
the library. 

Vacations.—The subject of vacations is 
one of great importance, and one which has 
evidently received little consideration by li- 
brary boards. No librarian can be expected 
to work year after year without rest or 
change, and retain either her interest or 
her health, much less any enthusiasm. The 
hours in most of our libraries are long and 
the constant evening work required is es- 
pecially wearing. In justice to the library 





and its public as well as to the librarian, a 
vacation of at least three weeks, and if pos- 
sible one month should be given in all cases, 
in addition to time allowed for attending 
meetings of the state library association. 
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 


The A. L. A. conference of 1906 will be 
held at Narragansett Pier, June 29th-July 6th, 
one day of this week being given up to an 
excursion to Providence where the libraries 
will be visited, the afternoon being given 
over to a Rhode Island clam-bake on the 
shores of Providence River. The usual rail- 
road rates of a fare and a third have been 
granted, while hotel accommodations can be 
secured for from $2.50 per day up. The post- 
conference trip will be a week’s cruise on 
Long Island Sound and waters adjacent 
thereto, visiting Nantucket, Block Island, 
New Bedford, and other points on the Hud- 
son river. The cost of the week’s excursion 
will be $35.00 to each person, including berth 
and meals. The travel committee must char- 
ter the boat at a very early day, and all 
members of the A. L. A. who plan to attend 
the conference, and especially those who 
wish to take the post-conference trip, should 
write at once to the American Library As- 
sociation, 1014 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 

This conference promises to be the largest 
in the history of the association, and Minne. 
sota should have a good representation. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. . 


The Wisconsin Library Association will 
hold its annual meeting in Madison, Wis., 


Feb, 21-22. Miss Frances J. Olcott, chief of 
the children’s department of the Carnegie 
Library, Pittsburgh will conduct a round 
table for children’s librarians. There will 
be an address by Pres. E. A. Birge, and 
special papers on the following subjects: 


An experiment for men—Senator H. P. | 


Bird of Wausaukee. 
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What a trustee can do to help a librarian— © 


Judge James M. Pereles of Milwaukee. 

A men’s club room as a library auxiliary— 
Miss Mollie L. Catlin, Librarian, Stevens 
Point. 


Classes for foreign groups in a public li- © 
brary—Miss Helen L Price, Librarian, Mer- 
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One session will be devoted to discussion 
of Every-day problems, with five minute pa- 
pers on different topics. The meeting prom- 
ises to be one of unusual interest and prof- 
it, and it is hoped that several librarians 
from Minnesota will take this opportunity 
to become acquainted with their neighbors. 


TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB. 


The Twin City Library Club was organ- 
ized Feb. 5th at the State Capitol. Invita- 
tions had been sent to over one hundred 
people connected with the various libraries 
in St. Paul and Minneapolis. The response 


to the invitations was very gratifying, as | 


there were sixty-two in attendance, and 


many others expressed their interest in the | 
organization, although they were unable to | 


attend this meeting. Dinner was served at 
the Capitol Cafe, with Dr. Folwell of the 
University Library at the head of the table. 
After dinner, the club, which had organized 
as such between courses, adjourned to the 
Supreme Court Room, where Judge Lewis 
gave an interesting interpretation of the 
wonderful series of paintings by La Farge. 
Mr. John E. King, state librarian, read a pa- 
per giving an account of the history, scope 
and work of the state library, after which 
there was an opportunity to inspect the li- 
brary itself. 

The object of the club is to promote ac- 
quaintance among library workers in the two 
cities and to become familiar with the re- 
sources of their various libraries. The meet- 
ings will be held alternately in St. Paul and 
Minneapolis,—for the present, at least, cor- 
sisting of informal visits to libraries and 
other institutions allied with library inter- 
ests, and the social features of the club will 
be emphasized. The H. W. Wilson Co. has 
invited the club to visit its new building in 
March. 

The officers of the club are President, Dr. 
W. W. Folwell, State University; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr. John E. King, State Librarian; Se- 
cretary-Treasurer, Miss Clara F. Baldwin, 
Public Library Commission. 


ITINERARY PICTURES. 


Because good pictures cost money and be- 
cause children ought to have a succession 
of them to look at and to learn to care for and 
because my own library board is not able 











to meet this-need, a plan for exchanging 
pictures is here suggested. 

Neighboring libraries on the same line of 
rail-road might co-operate in buying and ex- 
changing pictures, if the benefits were great 
enough to repay them for much thought and 
wear and tear in the execution of the plan. 

Several difficulties present themselves. 
The picture-shops of a small town have no 
stock from which selection could be made. 

Should the pictures be framed or unfram- 
ed? The average freight agent is a man of 
wrath and the probabilities point to the 
destruction of the work of art, if framed 
ready for use, before shipping. The cost of 
transportation would soon exceed the cost of 
the pictures. 

The State Library Commission has offered 
to pay all transportation charges to initiate 
the exchange scheme. How long this agree- 
able proposition holds cannot now be stated. 
The Commission would be willing also to 
act directly or through a committee in furn- 
ishing a suggestive list of pictures from 
which the libraries interested could make 
selections. Full details as to cost and suit- 
able framing could be given by this commit- 
tee, as well. 

The expense to each library for a small 
group of artistic prints in good frames would 
not exceed eight to fifteen dollars and for 
this investment it could have a picture-shov 
several times a year for several years, if 
the transpertation charges could be met out- 
side, as is proposed by the Commission, 

The pictures in each group ought to illus- 
trate one common subject. The effectiveness 
of the exhibit would be much greater:—a 
group from the “Heroes” in the Library of 
Congress; one from the “Evolution of the 
Book;” one on American history including 
St. Gaudens’ “Lincoln” and his “Shaw Me- 
morial;” one for the very little people made 
up of Mrs. Perkins’ “Mother Goose” pictures, 
will suggest what is meant by the group. 

Any suggestions that may be offered will 
be most welcome—especially any that will 
clear away the difficulties as to transpor- 


tation. 
Margaret Palmer, Librarian, 


Rochester, Minn. 


BOOKS FOR THE BLIND. 


The January Library Journal contains an 
interesting article on “Library work for the 
blind,” by E. E. Allen, principal Pennsyl- 





















































vania Institution for the Instruction of the 
Blind, Overbrook. In this article he gives 
an account of the various kinds of print in 
use, and urges the necessity of giving more 
attention to this work in libraries. 

“The blind of any community have the 
same right to a proportional amount of free 
reading matter as have other citizens of the 
community....... Every means must be tak- 
en to advertise the fact that the books are 
available and that they will be sent upon re- 
quest and may be returned without expense 
to any one.” 

Our State school for the blind at Faribault 
has a library of about 1200 books in New 
York Point print. Any responsible blind 
person living in this state is permitted to 
draw books from this library. The books are 
carried through the mails free of charge. 
Application cards and full information will 
be furnished by Dr. James J. Dow, Supt. 
School for the Blind, Faribault, Minn. 

Librarians are urged to advertise this im- 
portant fact to their public. Insert a note 
on the subject in your weekly “Library 
News” column, and send a specia} notice to 
any ‘blind person you may know of in your 
community. As Mr. Allen says “This is not 
charity; it is simple justice.” 


AIDS FOR LIBRARIANS. 


Suggestive List. A new edition of the 
Suggestive list of books for a small library 
has been issued by the League of Library 
Commissions. The list is compiled by Miss 
Cornelia Marvin, formerly of the Wisconsin 
Commission, now secretary of the Oregon Li- 
brary Commission. It will be extremely val- 
uable to the small library, not only as an aid 
in ‘book-selection, but also for the sugges- 
tions on classification and use of printed 
catalog cards, periodical indexes, etc. The 
introduction contains some clear, practical 
advice on selecting and ordering books, edi- 
tions and cost of books, which should be 
read by every member of a book-committee. 
The Commission has sent the list to all 
members of book-committees as well as to 
librarians. 

Aids in Book-Selection. Other aids in 
book-selection have been sent out by the 
Commission from time to time. and every 
library should have this list complete. 
Copies of the following can still be fur- 
nished. These are free except where prices 
are indicated. 





Brooklyn Public Library.—-Books for boys 

and girls. 

—Books that girls like. 

—Books useful to teachers. 

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh.—Annotat- 
ed catalog of books used in the Home Lib- 
raries and Reading Clubs. $ .25 

Hewins—Books for boys and girls (anno- 
tated) 

Prentice & Power—Children’s library. $.10 

Care of Library Literature. Every librar- 
ian should have a specific place to keep her 
library literature, where trustees may have 
access to it, and moreover where their at- 
tention will be called to it. Pamphlet box- 
es, or a letter file may be used for this pur- 
pose, or they may be bound in temporary 
covers by the aid of Success binder, to be 
obtained of the Commission. The A. 
L. A. Book-list which has been sent to 
the libraries throughout 1905 has now com- 
pleted its first volume. As this list is a supple- 
ment to the A. L. A. Catalog, it should be 
permanently bound. Other regular publica- 
tions of the Commission which should be in 
every library are the following: — 

Biennial reports, 1901. 1903. 1905. 

Library Notes & News, No’s 1-5. 

Publication No. 1—Minnesota Library 
Laws. 

Publication No. 2—Public Documents in 
the small library. 

Any library which has not a complete set 
of these should write to the Commission. 
In some cases, it may have occurred that a li- 
brary has received several copies. If you 
have any duplicates, kindly return them to 
us, as our supply of some publications is 
nearly exhausted. 

Library Reading Course. A course in pro- 
fessional reading for librarians will be pre- 
sented in Public Libraries during 1906. “The 
course will cover in a simple way historical, 
theoretical and suggestive material which 
may lead to larger results if followed with 
that idea in mind. It will be primarily in- 
tended for librarians who are not in touch 
with library discussions, to bring to their 
notice the things that will lead to a wider 
view of their work and make them feel more 
keenly their part in the library movement 
of to-day.” The outline is based on the sup- 
position that about twenty hours a month 
will be devoted to it. 

This course will be especially valuable to 
those who contemplate taking the Summer 
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School course and those who have already 
taken it, and will be profitable to any who 
wish to become well-informed on library mat- 
ters. If any additional argument were neces- 
sary, the addition of this course should cer- 
tainly be instrumental in introducing Pub- 
lic Libraries into every library in the state. 


If those who wish to take the course will 
write to the Commission, arrangements can 
probably be made to furnish the required 
material with less expense to the individual. 

Magazine Binders. A temporary binding 
for current magazines which, as the cook- 
books say, is “easily made and very good,” 
can be cut of strong rope paper, with corners 
rounded. The magazine is tied into the cov- 
er with shoe-lacing, and title cut from the 
cover of an old copy of the magazine, or 
the entire cover may be pasted on the outside. 
The Commission has obtained a quantity of 
paper which is suitable for these covers. 
Let us know how many covers you need, 
and for what size of magazine, and we can 
furnish the paper at 15 cents a pound. This 
amounts to about one cent for each cover. A 
sample will be enclosed with each order. 

The Litchfield Library reports a very suc- 
cessful temporary binding for files of maga- 
zines. These are strong paper boxes 4x74%4x 
10% inches open on the side, with cover. 
They are just the right size for Harper’s and 
World’s Work. The price is $4.50 per 100 
from The Fisher Paper Box Co., 471-473 Tem- 
perance St., St. Paul. 

Library Advertising. The following as 
given in Public Libraries, was sent out by a 
library to a list of people who were not us- 
ing the library. It may be used effectively 
in the Library column of your newspaper. 


Library Wants. 


We want business men to call on us for 
statistics, etc. 

We want railroad men to use our railroad 
books. 

We want mechanics to tell us what books 
we need for their study. 

We want taxpayers to see that we are 4 
paying investment. 

We want mothers to come and see what 
we have for the children. 

We want teachers, ministers and newspa- 
per men to depend on us and inform us 
where we are wanting. 








We want more readers in our reading 
room, afternoon and evening. 

We want all residents to feel a pride and 
interest in their library; to come to it for 
their books, or if they buy their books, just 
to see what we have and in every way to 
show a lively interest in it. 


BOOKS FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE. 


The Duluth Public Library offers the fol- 
lowing list of duplicates for sale or ex- 
change: 


Lang—History of Scotland, vol. 3. Blackwood, 
1904, $3.50. 

Heard—Russian church and dissent. New York, 
1887. 50c. 


Egan—Studies in literature. 365c. 

Amicis—Military life in Italy. N. Y. Putnam, 
1882, $1.00. 

De Mattos—-Memoirs of Marshal Oudinot. Lond., 
1896, $1.25. 

Jameson—Companion to the most celebrated pri- 


vate art galleries in London. Lond. 
Saunders, 1844, $1.50. 
Mitchell—Fall of Napoleon 2d ed. 3 vols. Lond., 


1846, $1.50. 

Peacock—Index to the English speaking stu- 
dents who have graduated from Leyden 
University. Lond. Longmans, 1888, $2.00. 

Smith—Life of Henry Bradley Plant. Putnam, 
1898, $1.00. 

Jenks—Parliamentary England. (Story of the 
nations.) Putnam, $1.25. 

Bourade—Paraguay. Lond., 1892, $1.00. 

Thomson & Redwood—Handbook of petroleum. 
Lond., 1901, $2.13 net. 

Gadow—In northern Spain. Longmans, 1897, 26c. 

Hiatt—Notre Dame de Paris. (Bell’s handbook 
to churches.) 50c. 

Masse—Mont St. Michael. (Bell’s handbook to 
churches.) 50c. 


The Worthington Public Library offers the 
following list: 


Smith—Wealth of nations. 2 v. Bell & Sons, 
1901, $1.40. 
Marvel—Dream life. Burt, 22c. 


Creasy—Fifteen decisive battles. Burt, 22c. 
Dickens—Child’s history of England. Burt, 22c. 
St. Pierre—Paul and Virginia. Burt, 22c. 
DeQuincey—Confessions of an opium eater. 
Burt, 22c. 
Drummond—Natural 
Burt, 22c. 
Grey—Silence of Dean Maitland. 
Lytton—Rienzi. Burt, 40c. 


law in spiritual world. 


Burt, 22c. 


COMMISSION NOTES. 


Summer School. The course in Library 
Training will ‘be given as usual in connec- 
tion with the University Summer School, 
under the direction of the Commission. The 
dates of the school have been fixed for June 
21-August Ist, 1906. 

A supplementary course will be offered to 
students who have completed the regular 
course in a satisfactory manner, and a spe- 
cial course will be added this year for teach. 
ers in charge of school libraries. The growth 
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of school libraries has been fostered by large 
appropriations from the state, and better or- 
ganization is now needed to bring out their 
resources. 

Those who desire to attend the school in 
1906 are requested to write to the Commis- 
sion as soon as possible. Full announce- 
ment regarding the school will be made in 
the April Library Notes and News. 

St. Nicholas League Pictures. The Com- 
mission has two collections of these in cir- 
culation. One has been sent to Anoka and 
Little Falls, and will visit other libraries 
in the northern part of the state. Another 
has begun a southern tour, starting at Red 
Wing, and going from there to Northfield. 
If you wish to be included in the circuit, let 
us know at once. 

Miss Muffet’s Christmas Party. The orig- 
inal drawings for this charming book have 
visited the libraries at Litchfield and Will- 
mar and are now at Redwood Falls. Several 
other libraries have applied for them, and 
the circuit will be arranged so that the ex- 
pense will be as small as possible. 

Legislative Manual. Attention has already 
been called to the fact that the Commission 
can supply a copy of the Minnesota “Blue 
book” to every library in the state. The 
manual contains a great deal of valuable in- 
formation, and every library should have the 
latest edition on its reference shelves. If 
you have not already received a copy, let 
us know and we will send you one at the 
earliest opportunity. 


CLEARING HOUSE FOR PERIODICALS. 


What We Want, 


We want more numbers of the magazines 
which are indexed in the Reader’s Guide 
and the Abridged Poole’s Index, especially 
the Atlantic, Century, Forum, Harper’s, Mc- 
Clure’s, North American Review, St. Nicho- 
las, Scribner’s and World’s Work. 

We want the women’s clubs to help col- 
lect them for their own and other libraries. 

We want librarians:— 

To save for binding those volumes which 
are needed to complete sets. 

To send us all duplicates which they cannot 
use. We pay the freight. 

To send us accurate lists of magazines want- 
ed, arranging titles on cards, or alphabeti- 
cally on sheets, and giving volume, month 
and year desired. 








Why We Want it. 


Because much valuable material is found 
in periodical literature, and it is economy 
for libraries to preserve this. Even if the 
library cannot afford to bind, the magazines 
may still be made very convenient for use 
by tying them neatly into volumes. The 
volumes for the past five years should be col- 
lected first, especially by those libraries 
which have purchased the five-year volume 
of the Reader’s Guide. 

We urge this now, because the house-clean- 
ing and moving season is approaching, and 
many house-wives will be glad to know that 
the magazines in their attics can be made 
useful. If they are given to the library, they 
will contribute to the public benefit, and 
their resources are more easily available to 
one seeking special information. 

We ask for more, because we have this 
winter sent out to our public libraries 68 
complete volumes, and 1943 odd numbers, 
and we are receiving new calls every day. 


CLUB LIBRARIES. 
The collection of libraries for study clubs 


was started in 1900 through gifts from the 
following sources: A reference library on 


French history valued at $25 from the Minne- 
apolis Women’s Council, $50 from the Min- 
neapolis Journal, which was expended in the 
purchase of books on the history of art, $100 
from the New Century Club of St. Paul, 
which purchased libraries on U. S. history, 
English history and Russia. Later gifts 
were received from the Winona Art Club 
and the Women’s Council, Travellers’ Club, 
Columbian Study Club, Tourist Club, and 
D. A. R. all of Minneapolis. 

To this nucleus, books have been added 
from year to year in accordance with the 
demand, and some of the original collections 
have been subdivided, so that the Commis- 
sion now has thirty libraries on twenty- 
three subjects to be loaned to study clubs 
for their exclusive use. These libraries are 
now being revised and brought to date. A 
large number of pictures has been added to 
the Art libraries, and pictures have also 
been included in the travel libraries. Ex- 
perience and demand have shown the ad- 
visability of sending outlines with each sub- 
ject to show the basis upon which the books 
and pictures have been selected and which 
may incidentally be suggestive to program 
committees. 
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Clubs desiring the use of these books dur- 
ing 1906-7 should apply at once. Blanks 
will be furnished for this purpose, which 
must be signed by the officers of the club. 
The fee for each library is $1.00 in addition 
to transportation charges. Books may be 
kept until the close of the club year. 

The following is a list of the subjects. 
Those which have already been reserved for 
1906-7 are indicated: 

American art 

American literature 

American Revolution 

China & Japan 

Colonial history 

England 

English history Early—1603 

English history 1603—date (reserved) 

English literature 

English painting 

France 

France—Travel (reserved) 

French painting (reserved) 


Germany (reserved) 
German, Flemish & Dutch painting 
Holland (reserved ) 


Italian painting 
Norway & Sweden 
Russia 
Scotland 
Shakespeare 
U. S. History 
U. S. travel (reserved) 

TRAVELING LIBRARIES. 

Home Libraries. The experiment in home 
libraries has proved a success. The follow- 
ing list shows that in particular the home 
library has reached an earnest class of men 
and women who are progressive and ambi- 
tious for advancement. Since the last bulle- 
tin was issued, fourteen of these libraries 
have been loaned, containing books in the 
following classes: six of general reading, 
two of economics, one debate library on 
government control, and one each of juven- 
ile literature, mechanical engineering, agri- 
culture, and American history. How many 
town public libraries can equal this record 
of non-fiction circulation? 

Foreign books. In spite of the large sup- 
ply of foreign books purchased in the Fall, 
we have not been able to meet the demand. 
Since the last bulletin, seventeen special li- 


braries of ‘Scandinavian books have been 
Sent out, and three collections of German 
books. 








The demand for traveling libraries has 
been greater than ever before, so that in 
justice to our readers, we have not been able 
to hold the libraries long enough to send cata- 
logs for choice. We have therefore request- 
ed our librarians to authorize us to make 
the selection, feeling that only in this way 
could we give satisfactory service to all, and 
avoid delays. 


Forty-nine libraries were sent out in De- 
cember and seventy-nine in January. The 
folowing is a list of applications received 
since the list was pubished in the December 
bulletin. Of these twenty-seven are new ap- 
plications, the others renewals, though many 
of the stations had been abandoned for the 
time. 


Anthony. Wallace Pearson, Lib’n. Storé 
which contains postoffice. 

Beaver. Winona Co. Mrs. S. McHugh, 
Lib’n. Residence. 

Belle Plaine. Vincent Bowler, Lib’n. Re- 
sidence. 

Big Fork. Homesteaders Association. 


Town of Bustick. Albert M. Paulson, Lib’n. 
Residence. 
Breckenridge, Sunnyside Township. Olive 


D. Ennis, Lib’n. Residence. 

Brookpark. Agnes E. Safley, Lib’n. Mil- 
linery store. 

Brooks. W. B. Cheshire, Lib’n. Bank. 

Castle Rock. Flossie Lace, Lib’n. Resi- 
dence. 

Cedar Mills. Emma Bell, Lib’n. Resi- 
dence. 

Center City. J. E. Peterson, Lib’n. Post- 
office. 

Champlin. B. F. Johnson, Lib’n. Resi- 
dence. 

Cokato. Mathilda Johnson, Lib’n. Cloth- 
ing Store. 

Cromwell, Clay Co. Arne O. Holm, Lib’n. 
Residence. 


Cromwell, Town of Eagle, Carlton Co. C. 
A. Sangola, Lib’n. Town Clerk’s office. 


Delavan. Ed. Perrizo. Lib’n. Store. 

Emmons. J. O. Solheim, Lib’n. Leader 
Office. 

Frazee. Agnes Ashley, Lib’n. Free Read- 
ing-room. 

Fridley. Golden Lake Association. Q. E. 
Laughlin, Lib’n. Residence. 

Gibbon. W. M. Carver, Lib’n. Store. 

Graceville. Anna O’Brien, Lib’n. Public 


Library in town hall. From town and tri- 
butary country there are 450 borrowers. 























Hastings. Nellie L. Hanna, Lib’n. School 
library now made a Public Library. 


Hitterdal. J. O. Feragen, Lib’n. Bank. 

Kennedy. Morris E. Carlson, Lib’n. Resi- 
dence. 

Kuehnel. Teresa O’Reilly, Lib’n. Resi- 
dence. 

Liberty. R.C. Nichols, Lib’n. Residence. 

Long Prairie. Emma E. Ward, Lib’n. 
Boys’ Reading-room. 

Milaca-Borgholm and MHayland Town- 
ships. C. W. Crozer, Lib’n. Residence. 

Millerville. W. M. Wilkin, Lib’n. Town 


clerk’s office. 
Minnesota Lake. J. O. Lindeland, Lib’n. 
Residence. 


Payne. Carrie Worthing, Lib’n. Mea- 
dow lands School-house. Open five days in 
the week. 

Republic. Mrs. Florence Hacking, Lib’n. 
Residence. 


Roosevelt. A. J. Harwood, Lib’n. This 
library furnishes reading matter to about 
150 woodsmen. 

St. Paul Park. Blanche E. McKown, Lib’n. 
Public Reading-room. 

Sharon. Michael Lynch, Sec’y. Residence. 

Springwater Township. Mrs. M. A. Hall, 
Lib’n. Residence. 

Staples. Minnie M. Fowler, Lib’n. Read- 
ing-room. Railroad employees are the prin- 
cipal patrons. 

Starbuck. A. P. Andrews, Lib’n. One 
of the libraries for younger readers was sent 
to be used in connection with the school 


library. 

Tyler. G. R. Robinson, Sec’y. Reading- 
room. 

Waconia. Mrs A. A. Rankin, Lib’n. Re- 
sidence. 


Wadena. Vera Coppernoll, Lib’n. Library- 
room of the Wadena Library Association. 
Open once a week. 


Walters. Martin Retrum, Lib’n. Bank. 
Wanamingo. Martin Halvorson, Lib’n 
Bank. 
West Concord. N. M. Straight, Lib’n. 
Store. 


Williams. Mrs. P. Woods, Lib’n. Resi- 
dence. 


NEWS OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES. 


Akeley. One of the largest public gather- 
Ings ever held in Akeley was that which 














assembled at the opening of the public li- 
brary and recreation rooms. The program 
consisted of music and recitations, with 
short talks by Prof. O. F. Hawkins of the 
Akeley Public Schools and F. E. Higgins, 
known throughout northern Minnesota as 
“The Lumberjack Sky-Pilot.” Refreshments 
were served at the close of the program. 

Alexandria. This library was established 
under the state law in 1881, one of the earli- 
est to take advantage of the library law of 
1879. Since that time it has steadily grown, 
until it now contains 6,000 carefully selected 
volumes. The library was classified by the 
librarian of the Commission in September 
last, and the card catalog has been made by 
Mrs. Jacobson of the Commission as a gift 
to her home town. Library of Congress 
printed cards have been used as far as avail- 
able, and all other cards have been type- 
written. The librarian, Mr. James Fitzger- 
ald, has re-arranged and marked the books, 
his daughter, Miss Blanche Fitzgerald, as- 
sisting him in this work. 

Another much appreciated gift is a hand- 
some electric clock from Mr. Chris Raiter, 
one of Alexandria’s public-spirited citizens. 

Two pictures, carbon prints, have recent- 
ly been hung in the library. They are a 
donation of the Woman’s Club of Alexan- 
dria. The subjects are Jeremiah and The 
Delphica, taken from the famous frescoes of 
Michaelangelo in the Sistine chapel in Rome. 

Austin. The lecture course for the bene- 
fit of the library hag closed witl. a balance 
of $115.00 in the treasury. The course in- 
cluded te Cincinnati Ladies’ Orchestra, Dr. 
F. W. Gunsaulus, The Chicago Glee Club and 
a Philippino lecturer. A lecture on Japan, 
Manchuria and Formosa was given by Consul 
James W. Davidson at the Baptist Church on 
Dec 29th, for the benefit of the church and 
library. 

The steel shelving in the children’s rooms 
will be removed to the reference room, and 
new wooden shelving will be placed around 
the walls in the children’s room. 

Belgrade. A library association has been 
organized in this village of 500 people. About 
$35.00 has been raised for the purchase of 
books. The library will be kept at Reine’s 
jewelry store in connection with the travel- 
ing library. 

Benson. A few books have been donated 
for the library and shelving for these has 
been added to the reacing-room. Rev. C, L. 
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Bates 1s conducting free classes in French 
and German with an attendance of about 
twenty-five. 

Cannon Falls. The Ladies Tuesday Club 
presented “The Mouse Trap,” by W. D. 
Howells for the benefit of the library on 
Dec. 15th. The program also included music 
and recitations. 

Cloquet. The Cloquet Public Library has 
adopted the plan of issuing two books to 
each ‘borrower, provided only one is fiction. 
A renting collection of popular new fiction 
has also been installed. 

Duluth. The Duluth Public Library has 
the beginning of an Art collection in the Club 
room at the left of the entrance hall. Two 
recent additions to the collection are land- 
scapes by the late Gilbert Munger. The 
paintings are “The Forest of Fontainebleau” 
and a Venetian scene. The collection also 
includes “The Spinner” by David Ericson, a 
Duluth artist, copies of Corot’s “Dance of the 
Nymphs” and Munier’s “Catechism,” an oil 
portrait of J. B. Sargent, and some old photo- 
graphs of early Duluth. 

Miss Elizabeth Selden who has been as- 
sistant librarian for ten years has been call- 
ed Bast by the death of her father. She 
has resigned at Duluth and will accept a 
position in the Brooklyn Public Library. 


Eveleth. The Business Men’s Association 
is discussing the question of establishing 
a library 
has been opened with Mr. Carnegie regard- 
ing a gift for a building. The High School 
library is now open to the public, but does 
not meet the needs of the community in gen- 
eral. Eveleth is one of the three towns in 
Minnesota of over 5,000 inhabitants having 
no public library, and it is hoped that this 
number will soon be reduced to two. 


Fairmont. Indian Day was celebrated at 
the litrary on Nov. 25th. A very interest- 
ing collection of relics was displayed and 
there was a large attendance including 
many who are not regular patrons of the li- 
brary, and many from outside the city. One 
enterprising country teacher who is study- 
ing Indian life in her school brought 
her entire class to see the exhibit. 


Fergus Falls. The new Carnegie building 
is completed, and in the perfection of its 
finish and equipment shows the time and 
thought which have been given it by the 
board, and also by the architect, Mr. Vernon 


in Eveleth, and correspondence © 














The following description of 
“Wheelock’s 


A. Wright. 
the building is quoted from 
Weekly” of Fergus Falls. 


“If one could see the new Carnegie library 
first from the inside he would never ask, 
‘Where did that $15,000 go?’ He’d know. 
It is imposing in its interior dimensions. 
Outside it is a solid compact, whitish-gray 
building with red tiled roof, a plain rect- 
angle, with a semi-circular addition at the 
rear; dignified, to be sure, with its plain- 
ness relieved by the striking stone sculpture 
over the handsome doorway and by the lead- 
ed glass windows—dignified, but certainly 
not large. Go inside! Here is a commo- 
dious vestibule. The eye travels far to the 
rear, where massive columns mark the en- 
trance to the curving ‘stack room,’ and 
dwells in spaces aloft, apparently remote, 
like the stretches in a cathedral. Advance 
a few steps and handsome rooms open to 
left and right, high paneled in dark oak; the 
ceilings with strong beams of the same wood. 
Underfoot is olive green cork flooring, restful, 
noiseless. The walls are a creamy yellow. 
The librarian’s room and counter are at one 
side of the center of the main hall, from 
which it is but a step to the stack room. The 
reading room is at the south—a beautiful, 
restful room, looking well furnished, though 
with only chairs and a solid table with carv- 
ed legs in it. A cluster of electric globes 
tops a pillar rising from the floor. The 
brass lamps on the table are stationary. A 
huge fireplace is at the end. It will be a 
pleasant room to read in. There are book- 
cases under the windows, let into the wall. 
You help yourself. The magazine rack is 
here. 


Across the hall is the children’s room. It 
is a good place for the youngsters to soak 
in the literary flavor. The chairs and tables 
are short legged, like their users. The book- 
cases, let into the wall, hold all the treas- 
ures of youth. The electric fixtures are 
stationary, in the center of the tables. There 
is a fireplace. It looks cozy, home-like, con- 
ducive to quiet hours and comfort. 

Down stairs there are corridors and a sub- 
stack room, when the books and magazines 
overflow from above, if they ever do—there 
are many empty shelves so far. Another 
flight and the side entrance is reached, 
and the ante-room, of the coziest little audi- 
torium you ever saw; colors, green and 
white; high windows at the ground level; 








director’s room at one side, with sliding 
panels to make it part of the auditorium if 
needed; row of electric lights at the frieze 
level; raised platform. This is the meeting 
place for clubs, societies, coteries; it is open 
to all who wish to study, read, hear or give 
lectures, look at pictures, play or talk music. 
It belongs to the town. It will become the 
center of the town’s life in all lines of cul- 


ture and improvement.” 
Grand Rapids. The new Carnegie library 

is about completed, and will be opened the 

latter part of March. 

The first number in the 


Hutchinson. li- 


brary entertainment course was given by Dr. 
Edward Burton McDowell on Dec, 15th. 


The 





had a narrow escape on Feb. ist. The as- 
bestos covering of the hot water pipes in the 
basement was evidently defective and be- 
came ignited. Fortunately the blaze was dis- 
covered by the librarian before it made much 
headway, and was promptly extinguished by 
the janitor. 

Madison. The opening of the Carnegie 
Library at Madison was celebrated with 
much enthusiasm on Monday evening, Jan. 
22nd. The exercises were held in the town 
hall, where an audience of 600 people had 
assembled, S. E. Farnham, of the Library 
Board, presided. 

Short addresses were given by Hon. Elias 
Rachie and Hon. O. G. Dale ‘both of Madison, 











CARNEGIE PUBLIC LIBRARY, MADISON, MINN. 


lecture was on Panama, and was illustrated 


by colored lantern slides and motion pic- | 


tures taken by himself. 


Janesville. A benefit dance will be given 


for the library on the evening of Feb. 22nd. | 


The proceeds will be devoted to the pur- 
chase of books and periodicals. 

Le Roy. The Ladies Book Club will givea 
course of entertainments for the benefit of 
the public library fund. 


Little Falls. 


The new Carnegie building | 
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and members of the legislature of 1905. Miss 
Clara F. Baldwin of the Public Library Com- 
mission spoke on “The place of the library in 
the life of Madison.” The dedicatory ad- 
dress was given by Mayor J. F. Rosenwald, 
who spoke from the standpoint of the tax- 
payer and proved conclusively that the 
library was one of the best investments the 
town had ever made. While some taxpayers 
had feared that the annual levy of $800 
would be too much of a burden, figures 
showed that the assessment on $100 worth 





















of property was only 20 cents a year, and 
since 75 per cent of the taxpayers were as- 
sessed at less than $400, but few citizens 
were paying more than 80 cents a year for 
the support of the library. The speeches 
were interspersed with music furnished by 
the band, the Norwegian male choir, a piano 
solo, and vocal solos. At the close of the 
program, the entire audience rose and sang 
“America”, after which they adjourned to the 
library building which was crowded to the 
doors. 


On the following day, the library was open 
to the public, who certainly showed their 
appreciation of the privilege. The reading- 
rooms were filled with men and boys during 
the entire afternoon and evening and over 
150 books were loaned, a record which has 
been unequaled in any other library of 
similar size in the state. During the first 
week 606 books were issued, of which 249 
were children’s books, and 145 non-fiction, 
or about 24 per cent non-fiction. There were 
241 actual readers in the reading-room, not 
including the first two days when it was im- 
possible to keep count. If the Madison li- 
brary keeps on as it has begun, other Min- 
nesota libraries will have to look to their 
laurels. 


The ‘building is the gift of Andrew Car- 
negie and cost $8000. It is admirably 
located as to appearance and convenience, 
on the main street opposite the city 
hall and auditorium and just at the divid- 
ing line between the business and resi- 
dence parts of the city. On either side 
of the entrance are the reading-rooms, well 
provided with newspapers and periodicals 
and made attractive by a brick fire-place 
and cosy corner, and green shaded lights 
on the reading tables. Opposite the en- 
trance is the book-room with shelving 
around the walls under the high windows. 
On either side of the book-room are the ref- 
erence room and librarian’s room. In the 
high basement, a rest room for farmers’ 
wives will soon be opened. 

Mankato. On Nov. 27th, a handsome oil 
painting of Hon. Andrew Carnegie was un- 
veiled at the Carnegie library building. The 
portrait, by Freeman Thorpe, is the gift of 
Hon. J. T. McCleary. The event was made 
the occasion of a reception tendered by the 
library board to the citizens of Mankato. 
There was a large attendance. An orchestra 
furnished music throughout the evening, 
a presentation address was made by Con- 
gressman McCleary, and the response by 
President E. L. Patterson of the library 
board. 

Minneapolis. Miss Ruth Rosholt and Miss 
Pauline Field have passed the entrance ex- 
aminations and are taking the apprentice 
course. 

Montevideo. A gift of $10,000 for a 
library building has been received from Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie, a site has been selected, 
and the board are already working upon 








plans. The library was established in 1880. 
one of the first to take advantage of the 
state law, authorizing towns to levy a tax 
for libraries. It now contains 3700 books 
which have recently been re-classified ac- 
cording to the Dewey system. 

Moorhead. The Carnegie building is prac- 
tically completed with the exception of the 
furniture. This has been ordered, and it is 
expected that the dedication will take place 
about the latter part of March. 

New Richland. The Tuesday Club gave 
an entertainment for the benefit of the 
library on Jan. 31st. “Cranford Dames” was 
presented, with a musical program between 
the scenes. The opera house was filled 
and over $70 was raised. 


Owatonna. The recent action of the Owa- 
tonna library board has aroused a remark- 
able demonstration of public feeling. At the 
annual meeting of the board, Dec. 6th, Miss 
Daisy B. Sabin of Davenport, Iowa, was 
elected librarian by a vote of 5 to 4. This 
action of the board had been anticipated, 
and aroused strong public disapproval. A 
petition signed by over 500 well known citi- 
zens was presented to the board, setting 
forth Miss van Buren’s effective services and 
urging that she be retained. At the board 
meeting this petition was read and ordered 
filed, and the election of Miss Sabin was 
carried through by a majority of one vote. 
As a result of this action there was issued 
a call for a public mass meeting, signed by 
100 citizens. The resolution stated that 
the action of the board in discharging Miss 
van Buren was unwarranted and unjusti- 
fiable, that no charges had been made re- 
flecting upon her management of the institu- 
tion, that in spite of the protest of 500 citi- 
zens, a person unknown to the community 
had been elected librarian, and demanded 
that the members of the board who are re- 
sponsible for this action should appear be- 
fore a public meeting of citizens and make 
known their reasons. At the meeting held 
in response to this call, the court house was 
crowded to its utmost capacity, but of the 
members of the board only the four directors 
who had voted for Miss van Buren were 
present. Addresses were made by several 
prominent citizens, setting forth the excel- 
lent work done by Miss van Buren as li- 
brarian for the past three years, the ex- 
pressed desire of the citizens for her reten- 
tion, and the action taken by the library 
board, and requesting the library board “at 
once to call a special meeting for the pur- 
pose of rescinding their action.” A general 
executive committee of fifteen was elected, 
with power to appoint committees, to call 
other meetings, and to represent the citi- 
zens before meetings of the library board 
and before the city council and mayor. On 
the following day, a brief public statement 
was made by the five members of the library 
board concerned, asking for a public inves- 
tigation of the library by the proper author- 
ity. 
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When Miss Sabin became aware of the 
conditions in Owatonna, she withdrew her 
acceptance of the position. At the January 
meeting of the board, the five opposing di- 
rectors were conspicuous by their absence, 
so that no business could be transacted. 
The president and secretary of the board 
held that Miss van Buren’s election the pre- 
vious year was for no definite period, and 
that she should hold the position until a 
successor should be elected. At their ur- 
gent request, Miss van Buren continued in 
office through January. 


The February meeting of the board was at- 
tended by a large number of citizens, but 
their petitions were of no avail. Miss Jose- 
phine Morton, formerly assistant librarian 
was elected librarian, and Miss Lelia Gause- 
witz was made assistant. By this action 
the board has effected a saving of $25 per 
month in the salary list. As the finances of 
the library are in excellent condition, there 
was no necessity for this economy, and the 
board can give no good reason for thus de- 
fying the expressed wish of the public whom 
they represent. 

Miss van Buren has accepted a position 
as head cataloger in the library of the Uni- 
versity of lowa and her departure is a great 
loss to the work in Minnesota and a matter 
of deep regret to all her friends in the li- 
brary profession. 

Park Rapids. The library room in the 
city hall has been furnished as a reading- 
room. Chairs and tables have been added, 
and daily papers and magazines will be 
found there. The room will be open on four 
evenings in the week. The large room ad- 
joining is arranged for a game room for 
young men and boys over the age of four- 
teen. This room will be open three even- 
ings in the week and arrangements are be- 
ing made to have some one in charge on each 
evening. 

Red Wing. The library was made unusu- 
ally attractive for the holiday season with 
decorations of holly and wild smilax. The 
Christmas story hour was attended by about 
one hundred children, and Santa Claus him- 
self visited the library on Christmas eve. 


Redwood Falls. The library board has 
adopted a resolution giving the city council 
the use of the basement for the city offices. 
The School Board has decided to purchase 
a number of books for reference, these to be 
kept at the library where all students can 
use them to better advantage. 

Rochester. The sum of $10,000 or one-half 
of the bequest of the late Walter Hurlbut to 
the library has been turned over to the li- 
brary board. The income of the fund will 
be used for the purchase of books. 


A special committee consisting of the 
librarian and two members of the board has 
been appointed to confer with a committee 
of county teachers regarding the county ex- 
tension of library privileges. 











St. Cloud. The matter of county exten- 
sion is being agitated, and the library board 
has submitted a proposition to the county 
commissioners. The board has also voted 
to issue two books to each borrower at a 
time, providing only one is fiction. 

St. Cloud State Reformatory. An enter- 
tainment for the benefit of their library was 
given by the inmates of this institution on 
Jan. 17. About $30.00 was realized. 

St. Paul. Another delivery station of the 
public library has been opened at the corner 
of Dale Street and University Avenue. 

Staples. The reading-room started by the 
Civic Improvement League continues to be 
well patronized. A book social was given 
the latter part of November, at which 150 
books were received. These will form the 
nucleus of a permanent library. 

Stillwater. Her many friends among Min- 
nesota librarians will extend their heartfelt 
sympathy to Mrs. McPherson in the death of 
her husband. Mr. McPherson has ‘been an 
invalid for many years, but the end came 
suddenly just before Christmas. 

Two Harbors. Rooms for the public library 
have been provided in the new city hall. 
The report of the library shows a large bal- 
ance in the treasury. 

Virginia. The Fisk Orchestra gave a con- 
cert at the auditorium of the High School 
in the latter part of November, and on the 
following evening played for a dance at the 
opera house. The proceeds of both enter- 
tainments were devoted to the book fund of 
the new Public Library. 

Wadena. Over $60 was raised for the 
library by means of a home talent play given 
in December. 

Wayzata. The library has been closed in- 
definitely on account of lack of funds. 

Willmar. The library board has asked 
the county commissioners to make an appro- 
priation for the library. The matter will be 
considered at the February meeting. 

Winnebago City. A series of book talks 
is being given at the library this winter. 
As the seating capacity of the building is 
limited, invitations will be issued to enough 
people to fill the chairs. It is intended that 
everybody in the village shall be especially 
invited during the winter. Some of the sub- 
jects already arranged for are Property 
rights of women and other laws, Germ life, 
Influence of the mind over the body. 

Winona. The Winona library has remov- 
ed the age limit for children, which nas result- 
ed in a large increase in the circulation. The 
interest of the children has been greatly 
stimulated by the institution of the story 
hour, and by means of the work done by the 
teachers in encouraging the reading of books 
other than fiction. 

A branch of the library is to be established 
on the first floor of the Washington School 
Building, which is located in the east end of 
the city. 
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